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Report Highlights: 
Export prices were steady over the past week.  The Ministry of Energy is considering conducting a 

feasibility study on the use of non-food grade rice stocks for ethanol production. 
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Market Tone 

 
 

Export prices were steady over the past week.  Exporters expect slow trading until the end of 

December.  Reportedly, some shipments have been postponed until January 2017 as traders are 

uncertain about market conditions.   

 

The Ministry of Energy’s Department of Energy Business is considering conducting a feasibility study 

on the use of non-food grade rice stocks for ethanol production partially in response to tight feedstocks 

resulting from the delay of the sugarcane harvest.  This study is associated with the government’s goal 

to sell all of its non-food grade rice stocks totaling approximately 4 million metric tons in 2017.  Prior 

plans to use non-food grade rice stocks for ethanol production have not been achieved as in previous 

years ethanol producers did not win the public tenders of rice stocks as their bids were too low in order 

to stay competitive with cassava-based ethanol.  Prices of cassava have remained low and are currently 

at 1.7 baht/kg (48 USD/MT).   

 

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for December 5-11, 

2016 totaled 48,810 metric tons, down 45,131 metric tons from the previous week and down 33,255 

metric tons from the four-week moving average of 82,065 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from 

January 1 – December 11, 2016 totaled 4,008,393 metric tons, down 3 percent from the same period last 

year. 
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